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Actualities in Waste issues in the EU 



 

 
 

What is EEB? 

EEB: the environmental voice 
of European citizens 

 
We stand for 
environmental justice, 
sustainable 
development and 
participatory 
democracy.  
 
Our aim is to ensure 
the EU secures a 
healthy environment 
and rich biodiversity 
for all. 





http://makeresourcescount.eu/ 



Gearing product design 
towards: 

1. minimum plastic waste  

2. maximum reusability 
and recyclability 

3. detoxification  
 



• Will we continue to try to fix the elements 
of waste management separately? 

• Is it time for resource revolution? 

• Should we focus on “end of pipe” 
solutions?  

• Should we facilitate the economic 
incentives do deploy a market based 
circular economy?  

• Or shall we focus on from waste 
management to wasteless management. 



 



Is it possible to 
bring it back???  

How to “repatriate” the industry back 
to Europe ? 

Or is it better to 
incentivise the post 

consumption industry?  





 



 







Source: European Commission 

Upper echelons of the hierarchy 

 



An overview of the new legislation 

 







 





 



• How many jobs in recycling? 



1. Slow 
(long life of products) 

 

2. Small  
(no superfluous waste) 

 
 

 

3. Local 
(territorial hierarchy) 

 
4. Clean 

(no toxic substances) 

 



Slow, small and local 

• Circular economy key to reconciling 
reindustrialisation objectives with need to cut 
Europe’s ecological foot print.  

• Waste hierarchy of reduce and re-use before 
recycling central to the CE’s success.  

 

 
 



Quality of recycled material (as good as virgin) 
to aim at “perpetual recycling”. 

• Standards for plastic recycling plants 

 - on final material (fullfilling EoW criteria) 

 - on processes (ie. through tighter BREFs) 

• High standard collection and sorting (to avoid 
impurities) 

• Avoiding health and reputational impacts (by 
avoiding re-injections of contaminated streams) 

4. Clean (slide 1) 
(no toxic substances) 

 



Source: www.cleanproduction.org  

Ambitious REACH implementation essential to  
de-toxification of material and improve quality and  
cost effectiveness 
 
 
 

And try to get ahead of regulations (REACH) for example by using the SIN 
list or plastic score card.  

4. Clean (slide 2) 
(no toxic substances) 

 



Implications for new ‘ambitious’ CE package 

• Maintain 60% recycling target for plastics to ensure 
better collection. 

• Plastic marking to provide clarity for the consumer 
and recyclers. 

• Incentivise recycling by eliminating CO2 credits for 
incineration and introduce them for recycling. 

• Promote tax reductions for recycled content in 
products linked to a minimum recycled content 
criteria. 

 

 



New Package continued 

• EU wide binding requirements to set higher EPR 
fees for non-recyclable products. 

• Ensure imports from non-EU plastic waste 
recycling facilities meeting EU standards. 

• Innovation potential: 

 - polymers designed for multiple loops 

 - avoiding non-compatible polymers 

 - biobased products with specific recycling 
schemes  

 - 3D printing to facilitate repair activities 

 



One single 
methodology 

based on 
recycling 
output 

 



Waste in Flanders 
Success: a combination of instruments 

● Making plans 
● selective collection & PAYT 
● setting targets 
● bans on landfilling and 

incineration 
● taxes on landfilling and 

incineration 
● Municipal waste must be 

processed in Flanders 
● limiting total capacity of 

incinerators 
● prevention 
● communication 

 
 

 



www.eeb.org 

 



Europe is on its good path, 

Now time for Hungary!  

piotr.barczak@eeb.org 

Twitter: @Pbarczak 


